Assessment at New Marske Primary School
• 3rd November 2015

Aims
• To inform parents about recent changes to the
National Curriculum
• To inform parents about changes to
assessment at New Marske Primary School

National Curriculum
• A new National Curriculum was implemented in September 2014
• In mathematics, children will be expected to learn more at an
earlier age - for example to know their 12 times table by the age of
nine
• History will take a more chronological approach than under the old
curriculum
• In English, pupils will learn more Shakespeare and there will be
more importance placed on spelling
• The new computing curriculum will require pupils to learn how to
write code
• In science, there will be a shift towards hard facts and "scientific
knowledge”
• Removal of ‘Levels’ to assess pupils

National Curriculum
• New Marske Primary School’s Curriculum
• Implemented since September 2014
• Links the National Curriculum to the School Curriculum
• More opportunities for pupils to investigate their local area and what makes
New Marske and the North East of England special.
• A new system designed to assess pupils and track attainment, how they are
doing against pupils of a similar age and progress, how far they have come
since their starting points.

A New Assessment System
The system developed within New Marske Primary School meets the
requirements set out in ‘Reforming Assessment and Accountability for
Primary Schools’ (March 2014). Within school assessment is:
• on-going and teacher-led
• a system designed for the pupils of New Marske
• based on formative and summative methods
• fair and transparent;
• a measure of progress (how much pupils have learnt from their starting
points) and attainment (how they compare to national averages)
• designed to offer a broad range of information to help parents and the
wider public know how well New Marske Primary School is performing.
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• The ‘Old’ system gave pupils a level – ‘a level 3’, split
into a low (c), middle (b) or high (a) so that a child was
a 3b, or a 5c or any range of combinations in between
• A grade was often linked to a score in a test.
• 35 -39 = 3c; 40 – 44 = 3b; 45 – 49 = 3a
• There was an expectation that pupils move two
sublevels every year – this was regarded as expected
progress
Weakness
• The leveled score did not let teachers, pupils or
parents know what to do next to improve
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• Each grade relates to a year group. If a pupil is
working at their age expectation, they will
receive a -, = or + grade
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Strength
• This system is based on what pupils can
and cannot do, allowing teachers to
support learning much more effectively

Mathematics

Mathematics
To achieve their grade, pupils must successfully complete a given number of
objectives in the term.

Writing

Writing
To achieve their grade, pupils must successfully complete a given number of
objectives in the term.

Testing at New Marske Primary School
Testing
Throughout school testing is used by teachers to assess how pupils are succeeding against certain objectives. Most
testing in school is informal, with testing conditions used when appropriate. Most testing questions are used within
lessons to see how pupils can apply their skills in a different context.
Internal Testing
All year groups will experience testing of some form. For most year groups this testing is used by the teacher to
provide evidence to help them adapt their teaching to improve outcomes for pupils. The two main systems used in
school to help gather this evidence are:
• Testbase – a database of test questions which the teacher can adapt for a class. For example a class could have
worked on addition. The class teacher could design a test of 20 questions to help assess how pupils work in this
area.
•

Alfie.com – a testing site that allows on line test to be designed for specific areas, allowing the teacher to work
out the strengths and weakness of the class. For example the class could have worked on using inference to help
understand a text in reading. The class teacher could design a test that could ask a range of questions about a
text. The test would inform the teacher about the types of questions pupils successfully complete and the
questions they have more difficulties with.

Testing at New Marske Primary School
External Testing
At various times during their time at New Marske Primary School pupils will take part in some kind of external,
statutory test which will either set a baseline of where pupils are with their learning, or will measure their progress
between year groups or attainment against national averages.

Reporting to Parents
From December 2015 parents will receive a pupil report in a new format. The report will provide evidence about:

Reporting to Parents
From December 2015 parents will receive a
pupil report in a new format. The report will
provide evidence about attendance,
attainment and progress

